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 From the Pastor   

Dear in Christ parishioners and friends,

May God bless you! 

We announce three important events for our parish!

Parish Feast of St. John Chrysostom
Our Parish Feast is fast approaching on Sunday, November 27, fol-

lowing the Thanksgiving holiday. Vladika Peter is coming to serve the Hi-
erarchical Vigil and Liturgy. Also attending will be  Protopriest  Andrei 
Sommer, from the Synod Cathedral in New York City, to see our church 
and to begin plans for the 1600th anniversary of St. John Chrysostom (SEE 
BELOW).

Remember that  the parish feast is a great  feast, like Nativity, The-
ophany, and Ascension. Just as you would not  miss the birthday or name 
day of your own father, so we must  not neglect the feast day of our father 
among the saints, John Chrysostom. 

All parishioners must attend the  Vigil  on Saturday evening and 
the  Liturgy, Sunday morning. Everyone who is physically able  should 
plan to have  confession and receive  Holy Communion on  the feast day. 

Reconciliation with the Church in Russia
On Wednesday, November 1, 2006,  “The Act of Canonical Com-

munion” was confirmed and published by the synods of our Church (RO-
COR) and of the Russian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarch). Reconciliation will take place as soon as this 
document is signed by both Churches at  an official ceremony in Moscow in 2007 (the date still to be announced). 

The Act of Canonical Communion describes in detail how the two Churches will be joined. To summarize: 
      1. ROCOR, remaining as always an inseparable part  of the Church of Russia, establishes canonical 

unity with the Moscow Patriarchate. 
        2. ROCOR will remain independent  in governing herself. 
        3. Our bishops, clergy, and laity will participate in all appropriate councils of the Church of Russia. 
       4. The Patriarch of Moscow and the Holy Synod will have canonical authority over ROCOR, subject 

to the above limitations, and the name of the Patriarch will be commemorated at  all Divine Services of ROCOR. 
(For the complete text, see the official ROCOR website: www.russianorthodoxchurch.ws/synod/indexeng.htm.)

May this reconciliation be for the glory of God and His Church on earth, to strengthen the witness of Or-
thodoxy throughout the world. We must  pray for members of our Church who are still troubled by the process of 

Gratitude in a Christian 
is such a great thing 

that, along with love, it 
accompanies him into the 
future life, where he will 
celebrate with them the 

eternal Pascha.

  - St. Ambrose of Optina   
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reconciliation and do not  yet see in it the hand of God. Thanks 
be to God that  our parishioners of St. John Chrysostom Church 

are virtually of one mind in supporting the decision of the Bish-
ops to reconcile. But  we know about many people in other par-
ishes who are upset and tempted to leave ROCOR when recon-
ciliation takes place. This should make us concerned and  sor-
rowful. When given the chance, let  us encourage them, with 
gentle love, to remain faithful and obedient to our  bishops, as is 
our duty. 

2007 is the 1600th Anniversary of the repose of
Our Father among the Saints, St. John Chrysostom

To celebrate this event  next year, the Synod of Bishops of 
ROCOR has decided to hold a special celebration in our parish 
here  in House  Springs, Missouri! Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
will take place on the Sunday after the Elevation of the Cross, 
Sept. 17/30, 2007. His Eminence, Metropolitan Laurus, will 
attend, along with His Grace, Bishop Peter, and possibly other 
bishops and clergy as well. The services will be preceded by a 
symposium of lectures on the influence of the life of St. John 
Chrysostom on the Orthodox Church. We believe that  many Or-
thodox clergy and laity in Missouri and around the country will 
be interested in attending this event.  

The September date for the 1600 anniversary celebration 
was chosen because it is very close to the actual day on which 
St. John Chrysostom reposed in 407 AD—September 14/27. 
Because the day of his repose coincided with the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Cross, the ancient  Church transferred his feast 
to November 13/27, so that he could be celebrated on his own 
day

We have much work ahead of us during the next  eleven 
months!  Soon we will announce how everyone can help.  May 
the Lord give us strength and joy to serve Him Who is glorified 
in His saints. 

        With love in Christ, 

        Fr. Christopher Stade

Special Services and Events 

Wednesday, November 8 —Vigil and Liturgy 
for the Holy Great-Martyr Demetrius of Thessalonica 
& Commemoration of the great earthquake in Con-
stantinople in 740. St. Demetrius is the patron saint of 
Thessalonica and a protector from earthquakes. He   
is also the protector of Siberia. Myrrh flowed con-
tinuously for many centuries from His relics kept in 
the Church named  after him in  Thessalonica. The 
myrrh wore grooves in stone which are visible to this  
day. 

 Friday November 17 —Parish Council Meet-
ing 

 Tuesday, November 21—Vigil and Liturgy for 
the Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Michael and All 
the Bodiless Powers of Heaven. A powerful glorifi-
cation of the angels, and the name’s day of our sev-
eral Michaels and Michaelas! 

Sunday, November 26—Hierarchical Vigil and 
Liturgy for ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,   PARISH 
FEAST DAY. 

Monday, December 4—Vigil and Liturgy for 
THE ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE 
THEOTOKOS 

Friday, December 15—Parish Council Meet-
ing 

Wednesday, December 19—Vigil and Liturgy 
for   St.  Nicholas the Wonderworker 

Monday, December 25—Vigil and Liturgy for 
St. Spyridon of Tremithus and St.  Herman of   
Alaska. 

Looking Ahead in 2007 

Sunday, January 7th—Liturgy for THE 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD, AND 
SAVIOUR  JESUS CHRIST. 

Thursday, January 19 —Liturgy and Great 
Blessing   of the Waters for THEOPHANY.

Concerning the Parish Feast . . .
        There is a great deal of work to do in and around the Church prior to the parish feast.  It takes 
many hands to scrub, wax, polish and dust the entire church.  Two full days will be devoted to this 
before Thanksgiving week:  Friday, Nov. 17th and Saturday, Nov. 18th  from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Watch for a sign!up list, or call Kristen Vogt at "636# 376!3039.  
        The $ower gardens also need attention.  Carol Surgant will be mulching over the next couple of 
weeks.  Please call her at "314#  993!1783 if you are able to help.  It would be greatly appreciated!
         Also, remember that all teams are responsible for the festal dinner.  Contact your team leader for 
suggestions about what to bring.    



Parish News
October Parish Picnic 

On a beautiful fall Sunday afternoon, October 7, we 
held a parish pot luck picnic in the meadow next to our 
church. Quite a few visitors from other Orthodox par-
ishes joined us. As we got acquainted with each other, 
we tasted traditional Russian dishes, enjoyed the en-
chanting choreography of  our “Beryoshka” (White 
Birch) folk dancers and caught the strains of two accom-
plished accordion players harmonizing spontaneously. 
Many at the picnic tables stood up and sang along with 
their beloved folk songs. After an impromptu an-
nouncement  from Fr. Christopher, we “passed the hat” 
around and raised $400 for our Russian Bell Fund. 

 Thanks to all for a lovely afternoon, good com-
pany, and delicious food. 

Let’s do it  again sometime!

A New Icon of St. Panteleimo! 

We now have in our Church an exquisite, large (15" 
x 18"), gold leafed icon of the holy Great-martyr and 
Healer Panteleimon. It was donated by a member of our 
parish and painted by Fr. Pavel Akmolin, rector of Christ 
the Saviour Orthodox Church in Wayne, West  Virginia. 

 On Sunday, Oct. 16/29, immediately following Lit-
urgy, we served the first moleben to St. Panteleimon be-
fore his new icon. He is especially beloved by Orthodox 
Christians for answering prayers for the sick. When you 
pray for friends and loved ones who are ailing, be sure to 
light candles before this icon, and request  a moleben, if 
you so desire. 

 Fr. Pavel is a graduate of Holy Trinity Seminary in 
Jordanville, where he also developed into an accom-
plished iconographer in the famous icon studio at  Jordan-
ville. Samples of his work may be found at 
http://christthesavior.net/iconpage/icon_index.html). 

“O holy Great-martyr and Healer Panteleimon, pray to 
God for us.”

Welcome to our newest Parish members!

Our ever-growing parish increased by two in October.  On 
the 7th,  John Urvan Williams was born to Fr. Matthew and 
Elizabeth Williams, and the very next day, Eric and Eugenia 
Helfgott welcomed their youngest daughter,  Adele Michaella,  
who was born a month early.  Congratulations to both families! 

Lauren Natalie White, daughter of Stanley and  Svetlana 
White was baptized Saturday, November 4th.  Her godmother 
is Alexandra Isaeva.  Many Years!

Parish Apartment for Rent 

 A spacious (800 sq. ft.), 1 bdr.  apartment, with refrigerator, stove, washer and drier.  $500, with $400 

deposit. Low electric bill, $10/mo trash pickup, no other utilities. Beautiful, quiet, private surroundings 

(woods and fields) on parish property. We are looking for an Orthodox Christian who might enjoy walking 

to church. Call Mark Wiebenga 314-610-8858.



A special note from the Pastor: 
Help Support Our Church 

 To parishioners, friends and well-wishers of our parish. We need your help to accomplish these vital 

financial goals: 

- pay our monthly expenses in full 

- open a long-term fund for the future of our parish. 

 The long-term fund will be used  to cover unexpected maintenance items, and also, in due time, to 

build a new church of traditional Russian design, to the glory  of the Most  Holy Trinity and of our heavenly 

protector, St. John Chrysostom. 

 I call upon all our parishioners to understand the spiritual context in which we donate to the Church. 

Our parish church should be the center 

and focus of our lives. Why? Because it  is 

the Temple of the living God, the very 

Body of Christ. It  requires your voluntary 

effort to develop your spiritual life by 

daily, heartfelt prayer and  reading Scrip-

ture and lives of the saints.  This will in-

crease your desire to attend regularly the 

church services—every  week—and to 

confess your sins and receive Holy 

Communion more often. The Lord com-

manded, Seek ye first the Kingdom of 

Heaven.” Only by  doing this will you 

cultivate the desire to sacrifice your time, 

labor, and money for the building up of 

His holy  Church—your parish—solely 

out of love for God. 

 The parish warden, Mark Wiebenga, has asked me to mention particular ways you can support the church 

financially.  

• make a regular weekly, or monthly, contribution to the church towards our monthly  

expenses. Remember the goal of the Biblical “tithe,” ten percent. 

• give a special donation to cover one of these expenses: 

-oil for the lampadas 

-vestments for the altar boys (always increasing in size and number!) 

-benevolence for those in need, especially Archbishop  Alypy, whom we support with $100 per 

 month since his accident in 2003

- appliances for the church kitchen (see box below) 

• donate stock or bonds to the parish 

• name the parish as beneficiary in your will or trust.

Thank you!



We are getting closer!

 

The Beryoshka dancers “dancing for the Russian bells.”

We must reach our goal for 
Russian Be!s by April 15, 2007! 

As of November 1, we have raised $7,687.00, a 

little over half way to our goal of $14,000. 

 

 April 15, 2007 is the deadline for raising the 

full amount. This gives us time to:

1) order the bells from the city of Veronezh in 

Russia, 

 2) ship them by airfreight to St. Louis, 

 3) build a small bell tower, 

 4) install the bells, 

 5) and learn how to ring them in the beautiful, 

traditional manner. 

 We must be ready to ring our bells joyously for 

the commemoration of the 1,600th  Anniversary 

celebration of our patron Saint  John Chrysostom on 

Sept. 30, 2007. Please think about ways you can 

help  us reach our goal in time. You may choose to: 

  • donate a certain amount every month 

  • make a special, one-time large donation 

  • give part (or all) of your tax refund 

 • ask your friends, neighbors, co-workers to 

help. 

 May  God bless all who have given, or will 

give, to this worthy cause!

Kitchen Appliances for Trapeza

We need the following new or gently-used ap-

pliances for the church kitchen:

- tall, full-width refrigerator, able to hold    

  the large trapeza pans.

- standard-sized dishwasher 

- electric stove with a standard 30” oven 

Donations toward purchasing the above items 

would be appreciated, or contact Mark Wiebenga 

[(314) 610-8858] if you a have a suitable used ap-

pliance available.  You must speak to Mark be-

fore bringing items to church.

Thank you for your help!



The First Ecumenical Council 

        In the %rst millennium after Christ, the Church experienced several periods of intense crisis. After 
%erce persecutions at the hands of pagans came to an end at the turn of the fourth century, the Church was 
attacked from within by false teachers "heretics# whom our Lord calls wolves in sheep&s clothing "Matt. 7:15#. 
To combat these, the Bishops of the Church gathered in council to clarify the Church&s teachings and to call 
those in error to repent. In the %rst millennium there were seven councils that included representatives of 
all the churches of the world. Thus they are called Ecumenical "meaning, universal# Councils. 
        The %rst of these was held in AD 325 in Nicea, a city in the northwest corner of Asia Minor. Its most 
important work was to con%rm that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is of one essence with the Father. Sum!
moned by the Emperor Constantine, 318 Fathers of the Church assembled, all of them saints. They include 
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, St. Spyridon of Tremithon, and St. Athanasius the Great. Many of the bish!
ops present bore wounds on their bodies that testi%ed to their faithfulness under persecution. 
       The Council of Nicea composed the %rst half of the 'Nicene( Creed used by  all the Orthodox. "The 
Creed  was completed at the Second Ecumenical Council in 381 AD.#  Prior to this, the faithful in di)erent 
places used various Creeds. Though they all meant the same thing, there was a danger of di)erent words 
giving rise to misunderstandings. In Her wisdom, the Church foresaw a need for a single Creed for all Chris!
tians to use, in part, to protect us from these misunderstandings. When we recite the Nicene Creed at the 
Divine Liturgy and in our prayers at home, we are united with all the faithful that have gone before us.  
Unity of prayer re$ects the unity of God, which the Church possesses because She is the Body of Christ. 
One purpose of the Creed was to state plainly the basic theological principles that Christ revealed about the 
nature of God and His Church. To do this the Creed uses very precise language. 
        The First Ecumenical Council gathered speci%cally to refute the teaching of Arius, who denied that Je!
sus was God the Son and claimed that He was merely a creature made by God. Hence the Creed states spe!
ci%cally that Christ is begotten, not made and of one essence with the Father. The word essence is used in a 
precise, philosophical manner: things that have the same essence are the same. Since Jesus is of one essence 
with the Father, He cannot have been created. If He were created, His essence would be di)erent than the 
Father&s. 
        The Fathers of the Councils were divinely inspired to %x in writing the clear teaching of the Church for 
those less instructed in the Faith, and for all generations. They handed down to us only what they had been 
taught from their teachers of preceding generations, going back to Christ Himself. They never added any!
thing of their own. However, their own prayerful experience of God&s uncreated energies con%rmed their 
understanding of the teachings of the Church and what it means to be a Christian. Yet there are always some 
who misunderstand the implicit "i.e. unwritten# teachings of the Church, either out of malice "like Arius#, or 
out of lack of spiritual perception "like most of us#. 
        The Fathers of the Church do not create doctrine; they pass on to the faithful only what they have been 
taught through Divine Revelation.  Councils of the Church are distinctly di)erent from worldly assemblies. 
Compromise and creative thinking are not their goal. Councils simply distribute the gifts of knowledge that 
God has given to His $ock. 
       The Council of Nicea established the pattern of con%rming the decisions and canons "rules# of previous 
local councils. This First of the great Councils helped to calm the divisions in the Church. Nevertheless, 
many more divisions sprang up, as Christ had foretold to His disciples. But our Lord Jesus Christ is always 
present in the Church to guide Her, and He did not allow the Church to be destroyed. Further Councils 
convened to address these new divisions, as we shall see. 

"This is the %rst of seven essays on the Ecumenical Councils written by Reader Nathaniel Brown. He has 
been using these in his Sunday School class for our teenage boys.# 


